BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA ) has determined that health care
workers face a significant health risk as a result of occupational ( on the job ) exposure to bloodborne
pathogens such as HIV, HBV and HCV. The OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard was established
to protect employees from possible exposure and requires that health care personnel follow certain
precautions to protect themselves. THIS BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS STANDARD IS LAW.

Bloodborne pathogens ( BBP ) are organisms that can be found in blood and body fluids that may
contain blood - whether it is visible or not. These pathogens are viruses, bacteria or microorganisms
which can enter the bloodstream and cause disease. Employees who are most likely to have
occupational exposure to bloodborne pathogens are:

= Physicians, Nurses, Paramedics and Phlebotomists
= Laboratory and Blood Bank Technologists

* Housekeeping and Laundry Staff

* Home Care and Long Term Care Providers

* Research Laboratory Staff

Potentially infectious materials include:

- Blood - Pericardial Fluid

-  Semen - Amniotic Fluid

- Vaginal Secretions - Saliva

- Urine - Feces

- Peritoneal Fluid - Cerebrospinal Fluid
- Pleural Fluid - Human tissue

- Synovial Fluid

Any body fluid or tissue may transmit a Bloodborne pathogen whether or not blood is visible.
Exposure to bloodborne pathogens is a serious concern in the healthcare industry.

While there are a number of bloodborne pathogens, including viruses that cause hepatitis D, malaria
and syphilis, those causing hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and HIV pose the greatest threat.






